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FIG. 2
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FIG. 4
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FIG. 5
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FIG. 6
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1
POWER SUPPLY CONTROL DEVICE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to power supply control
devices.

BACKGROUND ART

In the past, there have been provided power supply control
devices that control power supply from external power
sources to automobiles. The external power source is, for
example, a commercial 100V AC power supply. The automo-
bile includes a battery and a charging circuit for charging the
battery, is capable of running on a motor that is driven by
electrical power from the battery, and specifically is a plug-in
hybrid vehicle or an electric vehicle. The power supply con-
trol device is used for supplying electrical power to the charg-
ing circuit.

A power supply control device of this kind includes a relay
inserted in a power supply path from the external power
source to a load (charging circuit), a control circuit that con-
trols turning on/off of the relay, and a power circuit for gen-
erating power for the control circuit. The control circuit con-
trols the relay to be turned off, according to a signal input
from the outside or when an abnormality such as an electric
leakage is detected, for example.

Conventionally, the control circuit and the power circuit
are mounted on different printed wiring boards (see docu-
ment 1 [JP 2011-135653 A]).

However, in the case where the control circuit and the
power circuit are mounted on the different printed wiring
boards, as described above, it is necessary to provide conduc-
tors (such as pins or electric cables) connecting the printed
wiring board on which the control circuit is mounted to the
printed wiring board on which the power circuit is mounted.
When such conductors are provided, there is a possibility that
poor or bad connection with the printed wiring boards will
occur at both ends of the conductors, and thus the possibility
of such poor connection occurring as a whole is relatively
high.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The present invention has been made in view of the above-
described problems, and an object of the present invention is
to provide a power supply control device in which poor con-
nection is not likely to occur.

The power supply control device of the first aspect in
accordance with the present invention includes: a power
reception terminal for receiving power; a power supply ter-
minal for supplying power; a relay configured to make and
break an electrical connection between the power reception
terminal and the power supply terminal; a control circuit
configured to control the relay; a power supply circuit con-
figured to supply power to the control circuit by use of power
received via the power reception terminal; and a printed wir-
ing board. The control circuit and the power supply circuit are
mounted on the printed wiring board.

According to the power supply control device of the second
aspect in accordance with the present invention, in addition to
the first aspect, the power supply control device further
includes an electrical circuit and a block. The electrical circuit
is electrically connecting the power reception terminal and
the power supply terminal. The block holds the power recep-
tion terminal, the power supply terminal, the relay, the printed
wiring board, and the electrical circuit. The relay is config-
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2

ured to make and break the electrical connection between the
power reception terminal and the power supply terminal by
opening and closing the electrical circuit. The block has a first
end and a second end respectively defining opposite ends in a
first direction, and a third end and a fourth end respectively
defining opposite ends in a second direction perpendicular to
the first direction. The power reception terminal and the
power supply terminal are positioned at the first end and the
second end, respectively. The electrical circuit is positioned
closer to the third end than the fourth end such that a circuit
accommodating space is formed closer to the third end than
the fourth end. The control circuit and the power supply
circuit are positioned in the circuit accommodating space.

According to the power supply control device of the third
aspect in accordance with the present invention, in addition to
the second aspect, the block has a fifth end and a sixth end
respectively defining opposite ends in a third direction per-
pendicular to each of the first direction and the second direc-
tion. The printed wiring board has a mounting surface on
which the control circuit and the power supply circuit are
mounted. The printed wiring board is positioned closer to the
sixth end than the fifth end such that the mounting surface
faces the fifth end.

According to the power supply control device of the fourth
aspect in accordance with the present invention, in addition to
the third aspect, the block includes a relay accommodating
space in which the relay is positioned. The relay accommo-
dating space is positioned closer to the fourth end than the
third end.

According to the power supply control device of the fifth
aspect in accordance with the present invention, in addition to
the fourth aspect, the block includes a supporting member
supporting the relay. The supporting member is positioned
closer to the sixth end than the fifth end and defines a bottom
of the relay accommodating space. At least one part of the
electrical circuit is embedded in the supporting member.

According to the power supply control device of the sixth
aspect in accordance with the present invention, in addition to
the fourth or fifth aspect, the block includes a partition. The
partition is interposed between the circuit accommodating
space and the relay accommodating space.

According to the power supply control device of the sev-
enth aspect in accordance with the present invention, in addi-
tion to the sixth aspect, the block includes a first side wall
defining the first end, a second side wall defining the second
end, a third side wall defining the third end, and a fourth side
wall defining the fourth end. The circuit accommodating
space is defined as a space enclosing by the first side wall, the
second side wall, the third side wall, and the partition. The
relay accommodating space is defined as a space enclosing by
the first side wall, the second side wall, the fourth side wall,
and the partition.

According to the power supply control device of the eighth
aspect in accordance with the present invention, in addition to
any one of the first to seventh aspects, the power reception
terminal and the power supply terminal are positioned on a
straight line extending in the first direction.

According to the power supply control device of the ninth
aspect in accordance with the present invention, in addition to
any one of the first to eighth aspects, the power reception
terminal is to be electrically connected to an external power
source. The power supply terminal is to be electrically con-
nected to a charging circuit for charging a battery of an
automobile.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a power supply con-
trol device of one embodiment in accordance with the present
invention;
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FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view illustrating a pri-
mary part of the above power supply control device;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating conductors to be
embedded with insert molding in a first block of the above
power supply control device;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view illustrating a state in which a
printed wiring board is detached from the primary part;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view illustrating the primary part;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating conductors to be
embedded with insert molding in a second block of the above
power supply control device;

FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view illustrating the
above power supply control device; and

FIG. 8 is a plan view illustrating the above power supply
control device;

FIG. 9 is a front view illustrating the above power supply
control device; and

FIG. 10 is a bottom view illustrating the above power
supply control device.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

As shown in FIG. 1, the power supply control device of one
embodiment in accordance with the present invention
includes a set of power reception conductors (in the present
embodiment, a pair of power reception conductors) 21 to be
electrically connected to an external power source (not
shown) and a set of power supply conductors (in the present
embodiment, a pair of power supply conductors) 22 to be
electrically connected to a charging circuit of an automobile
(not shown) that includes a battery and a charging circuit to
charge the battery. The power reception conductors 21 and the
power supply conductors 22 are provided one each for line
(L) and neutral (N).

In summary, the power supply control device of the present
embodiment includes the set of (two) power reception con-
ductors 21 for receiving power, and the set of (two) power
supply conductors 22 for supplying power. In the following
explanation, a suffix “L” is attached to components regarding
the line (L) and a suffix “N”is attached to components regard-
ing the neutral (N), if necessary.

As shown in FIG. 3, each of the set of power reception
conductors 21 includes a power reception terminal 211, a
connection terminal (first connection terminal) 212, and an
interconnecting part 213 electrically interconnecting the
power reception terminal 211 and the connection terminal
212.

The power reception terminal 211 is used for receiving
power. For example, the power reception terminal 211 is to be
electrically connected to an external power source. The power
reception terminal 211 has a shape allowing mechanical con-
nection with a contact terminal 711 of a predetermined plug
(in the present embodiment, a device-side plug 71 of a power
supply-side cable 7). The first connection terminal 212 is
electrically connected to a corresponding one of the set of
power supply conductors 22.

As shown in FIG. 3, each of the set of power supply
conductors 22 includes a power supply terminal 221, a con-
nection terminal (second connection terminal) 222, and an
interconnecting part 223 electrically interconnecting the
power supply terminal 221 and the connection terminal 222.

The power supply terminal 221 is used for supplying
power. For example, the power supply terminal 221 is to be
electrically connected to a charging circuit for charging a
battery of an automobile. The power supply terminal 221 has
a shape allowing mechanical connection with a contact ter-
minal 811 of a predetermined plug (in the present embodi-
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ment, a device-side plug 81 of a load-side cable 8). The
second connection terminal 222 is electrically connected to a
corresponding one of the set of power reception conductors
21.

Moreover, the power supply control device of the present
embodiment includes relays 11, one for each polarity that
open and close respective electrical connections between the
power reception conductors 21 and the power supply conduc-
tors 22. In brief, the power supply control device of the
present embodiment includes a set of relays (in the present
embodiment, a pair of relays) 11. The set of (two) relays 11 11
make and break the electrical connections between the power
reception terminals 211 and the power supply terminals 221,
respectively. For example, each of the relays 11 is constituted
by known electromagnetic relays.

Furthermore, the power supply control device of the
present embodiment includes a control circuit 12 configured
to control the relays 11 and a power circuit 13 configured to
generate operating power for the control circuit 12. The con-
trol circuit 12 and the power circuit 13 are mounted on the
same printed wiring board 50 (see FIG. 2).

The power circuit 13 receives power from the external
power source via the power reception conductors 21 and
generates power for the control circuit 12. The power supply
circuit 13 is configured to supply power to the control circuit
12 by use of power received via the power reception terminal
211. For example, the power circuit 13 converts electrical
power supplied by the external power source (100V AC
power, for example) to electrical power that is suitable for the
operation of the control circuit 12 (DC power of predeter-
mined voltage, for example), and supplies the power to the
control circuit 12. This kind of power circuit 13 can be real-
ized by a known AC-DC converter, for example.

The control circuit 12 is electrically connected to control
terminals (that is, the terminals of electromagnet devices 112
that drive contact devices 111 of the relays 11) of the relays 11
via a pair of conductors (hereinafter referred to as “driving
conductor”) 41 (41A and 41B). The control circuit 12 drives
(controls) the relays 11 with electrical signals input to the
relays 11 via the driving conductors 41.

The conductors 41 (41A and 41B) includes first terminals
411 (411A and 411B), second terminals 412 (412A and
412B), and third terminals 413 (413A and 413B), respec-
tively.

As shown in FIG. 4, the electromagnet device 112 of the
relay 11L is connected between the first terminals 411A and
411B. The electromagnet device 112 of the relay 11N is
connected between the second terminals 412A and 412B.

Note that, the third terminals 413 A and 413B are connected
to the control circuit 12.

Moreover, the power supply control device of the present
embodiment includes a first grounding conductor 31 used as
protective earth (PE).

As shown in FIG. 3, the first grounding conductor includes
a first grounding terminal 311 for receiving power, a second
grounding terminal 312 for supplying power, and a third
grounding terminal 313 for detection of an electrical leakage.

The control circuit 12 and the power circuit 13 are electri-
cally connected to the first grounding conductor 31.

Furthermore, the power supply control device of the
present embodiment includes a conductor (also designated by
“C” in FIG. 1, hereinafter referred to as “first signal conduc-
tor”) 42 that is to be electrically connected to the charging
circuit.

The control circuit 12 controls the relays 11 according to an
electrical signal (so-called CPLT signal) that is input via the
first signal conductor 42.
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Moreover, the power supply control device of the present
embodiment includes a pair of conductors (also designated by
“TH1” and “TH2” in FIG. 1, hereinafter referred to as “sec-
ond signal conductors™) 43 to receive an output of a ther-
mistor (not shown) provided to an external power source.

The control circuit 12 turns off the relays 11 when receiv-
ing a signal indicative of an abnormally high temperature via
the second signal conductors 43.

The conductors 21, 22, 31, 41, 42, and 43 are made of a
metal plate as shown in FIG. 3, and, as shown in FIGS. 2 and
4, are held by (fixed to) a block (first block) 51 made of
synthetic resin with insert molding.

For example, each of the set of power reception conductors
21 is embedded in the first block 51 such that the power
reception terminal 211 and the first connection terminal 212
are exposed. Each of'the set of power supply conductors 22 is
embedded in the first block 51 such that the power supply
terminal 221 and the second connection terminal 222 are
exposed. The first grounding conductor 31 is embedded in the
first block 51 such that the first grounding terminal 311, the
second grounding terminal 312, and the third grounding ter-
minal 313 are exposed.

The relays 11 and the printed wiring board 50 are fixed to
the first block 51. The printed wiring board 50 is positioned
such that a mounted surface S0A thereof faces the first block
51, and an insulation sheet 53 made of an insulating material
such as synthetic resin is inserted between the printed wiring
board 50 and the first block 51. The mounting surface 50A is
defined by a surface on which the control circuit 12 and the
power supply circuit 13 (electronic components of the control
circuit 12 and the power supply circuit 13) are mounted.

Hereinafter, A, B, C, D, E, and F directions in FIG. 2 are
referred to as upward, downward, left, right, forward, and
rearward directions of the power supply control device,
respectively. Thatis, the printed wiring board 50 is attached to
a lower side of the first block 51 with the mounted surface
50A being oriented in the upward direction.

When viewed in an upward and downward direction, a
whole of the first block 51 has a rectangular shape with a
lengthwise direction extending along a forward and rearward
direction. For example, the first block 51 has a rectangular
frame shape. The first block 51 includes a first side wall S1E
and a second side wall 51F facing each other in a first direc-
tion (lengthwise direction, which is identical to a direction
parallel to the E and F directions in FIG. 2) and a third side
wall 51D and a fourth side wall 51C facing each other in a
second direction (width direction, which is identical to a
direction parallel to the C and D directions in FIG. 2) perpen-
dicular to the first direction. Further, the first block 51
includes a first open end 51A and a second open end 51B
respectively defining opposite ends in a third direction (thick-
ness direction, which is identical to a direction parallel to the
A and B directions in FIG. 2) perpendicular to each of the first
direction and the second direction.

In summary, the first block 51 has the first side wall (first
end) 51E and the second side wall (second end) 51F respec-
tively defining the opposite ends in the first direction (length-
wise direction, which is identical to a direction parallel to the
E and F directions in FIG. 2), and the third side wall (third
end) 51D and the fourth side wall (fourth end) 51C respec-
tively defining the opposite ends in the second direction
(width direction, which is identical to a direction parallel to
the C and D directions in FIG. 2). Further, the first block has
the first open end (fifth end) 51A and the second open end
(sixth end) 51B respectively defining the opposite ends in the
third direction (thickness direction, which is identical to a
direction parallel to the A and B directions in FIG. 2).
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As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the first block 51 is provided in
a lower surface thereof with a housing recess 510 for accom-
modating the printed wiring board 50.

Provided on an inner bottom surface of the housing recess
510 are a plurality of (two, in the drawings) positioning pro-
trusions 511. The printed wiring board 50 is positioned by
inserting the positioning protrusions 511 into respective posi-
tioning holes 501 of the printed wiring board 50.

Further, provided near four corners of the inner bottom
surface of the housing recess 510 are screw receiving portions
512 each formed into a cylindrical shape and including a
screw hole opening downward (upward in FIG. 4).

The printed wiring board 50 is fixed to the first block 51 by
screwing four screws 54 into the screw receiving portions 512
via screw passing holes 502 of the printed wiring board 50
respectively.

Furthermore, on the printed wiring board 50, two light-
emitting diodes (not shown) are mounted side by side in the
forward and rearward direction. The two light-emitting
diodes are controlled by the control circuit 12 and used for
displaying the conduction state and announcing abnormality.

The control circuit 12 announces abnormality (specifically,
contact welding at relay 11) by lighting one of the light-
emitting diodes, upon detecting conduction in any of the
relays 11 even though the relays 11 are controlled to be turned
off.

The first block 51 has two window holes 514 that allow
passage of light from the light-emitting diodes one-by-one.

Further, the power supply control device of the present
embodiment includes a light guide 55 that is made of a light
transmissive (transparent or translucent) material (such as
acrylic resin) and guides light from the light-emitting diodes.

The light guide 55 includes a main body portion 551 and
leg portions 552. The main body portion 551 has a shape that
is long in the forward and rearward direction and flat in the
upward and downward direction, and the main body portion
551 is placed on an upper side of the first block 51. The leg
portions 552 are protruding downward from the main body
portion 551 and are to be inserted in the window holes 514 of
the first block 51, respectively.

Furthermore, on an upper surface of the first block 51,
swage protrusions 515 that protrude upward are provided at
positions between which the two window holes 514 are posi-
tioned in the forward and rearward direction.

The light guide 55 is provided in respective opposite ends
in the forward and rearward direction with swage holes 553.
The light guide 55 is fixed to the first block 51 by inserting the
swage protrusions 515 into the respective swage holes 553
and then swaging the swage protrusions 515.

Moreover, the power supply control device of the present
embodiment includes a zero-phase current transformer 14
that is stuck on the upper surface of the first block 51 with
double-sided tape 57 (see FIG. 2).

Furthermore, the power supply control device of the
present embodiment includes a set of intermediate conduc-
tors (in the present embodiment, a pair of intermediate con-
ductors) 23 and a second grounding conductor 32. The pair of
intermediate conductors 23 are in physical and electrical con-
tact with the respective power reception conductors 21. The
second grounding conductor 32 is in physical and electrical
contact with the first grounding conductor 31.

Each of the set of (two) intermediate conductors 23
includes a connection terminal (third connection terminal)
231 and a connection terminal (fourth connection terminal)
232. The third connection terminals 231 of the set of inter-
mediate conductors 23 are electrically connected to the first
connection terminals 212 of the set of power reception con-
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ductors 21, respectively. The set of relays 11 (contact devices
111) are interposed between the fourth connection terminals
232 of the set of intermediate conductors 23 and the second
connection terminals 222 of the set of power supply conduc-
tors 22, respectively.

The second grounding conductor 32 includes a fourth
grounding terminal 321 and a fifth grounding terminal 322.
The fourth grounding terminal 321 is electrically connected
to the third grounding terminal 313 of the first grounding
conductor 31. The fifth grounding terminal 322 is electrically
connected to the control circuit 12.

As shown in FIG. 6, each ofthe intermediate conductors 23
and the second grounding conductor 32 is made of a belt-
shaped metal plate, and has a U shape as a whole in which a
center portion thereof'is turned such that a thickness direction
thereof is identical to the upward and rearward direction and
both ends thereof are bent downward.

The intermediate conductors 23 and the second grounding
conductor 32 are embedded in the second block 52 of syn-
thetic resin by insert molding so as to be securely insulated
from each other and integrated.

For example, each of the set of intermediate conductors 23
is embedded in the second block 52 such that the third con-
nection terminal 231 and the fourth connection terminal 232
are exposed. The second grounding conductor 32 is embed-
ded in the second block 52 such that the fourth grounding
terminal 321 and the fifth grounding terminal 322 are
exposed.

The second block 52 is connected to the first block 51 by
engaging the second block 52 and the first block 51 with each
other, for example, such that the zero-phase current trans-
former 14 is between the first block 51 and the second block
52. In the power supply control device of the present embodi-
ment, the first block 51 and the second block 52 constitute a
body block 5.

The zero-phase current transformer 14 positioned between
the first block 51 and the second block 52 to allow the set of
intermediate conductors 23 to pass through an inside of the
zero-phase current transformer 14. Further, the second
grounding conductor 32 is positioned to pass through the
inside of the zero-phase current transformer 14.

Moreover, a set of connection conductors (in the present
embodiment, two connection conductors) 24 made of a metal
plate are fixed to the first block 51 by insert molding. Each of
the connection conductors 24 has one end to be electrically
connected to the contact of corresponding one of the relays 11
and the other end to be in physical and electrical contact with
corresponding one of the intermediate conductors 23.

Each of the set of connection conductors 24 includes a
connection terminal (fifth connection terminal) 241 and a
connection terminal (sixth connection terminal) 242. Each of
the set of connection conductors 24 is embedded in the first
block 51 such that the fifth connection terminal 241 and the
sixth connection terminal 242 are exposed. The fourth con-
nection terminals 232 of the set of intermediate conductors 23
are electrically connected to the fifth connection terminals
241 of the set of connection conductors 24, respectively. The
set of relays 11 (the contact devices 111 of the set of relays
Ware interposed between the sixth connection terminals 242
of the set of connection conductors 24 and the second con-
nection terminals 222 of the set of power supply conductors
22, respectively.

That is, the power reception conductors 21 are each elec-
trically connected to one power supply conductor 22 via one
intermediate conductor 23, one connection conductor 24, and
one relay 11.
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In summary, in the power supply control device of the
present embodiment, the interconnecting part 2131, the first
connection terminal 212L, the intermediate conductor 23L,
the connection conductor 241, the relay 111 (the contact
device 111 of the relay 11L1), the second connection terminal
2221, and the interconnecting part 2231, constitute an elec-
trical circuit 25 (25L) electrically connecting the power
reception terminal 2111 and the power supply terminal 221L..
The interconnecting part 213N, the first connection terminal
212N, the intermediate conductor 23N, the connection con-
ductor 24N, the relay 11N (the contact device 111 of the relay
11N), the second connection terminal 222N, and the inter-
connecting part 223N constitute an electrical circuit 25 (25N)
electrically connecting the power reception terminal 211N
and the power supply terminal 221N.

The electrical connection between the power reception
conductor 21 and the power supply conductor 22 is opened
and closed depending on opening and closing of the electrical
connection between the connection conductor 24 and the
power supply conductor 22 by the relay 11. In brief, the relay
11 is configured to make and break the electrical connection
between the power reception terminal 211 and the power
supply terminal 221 by opening and closing the electrical
circuit 25.

In the power supply control device of the present embodi-
ment, the first block 51 holds the power reception terminals
211, the power supply terminals 221, the relays 11, the printed
wiring board 50, and the electrical circuit 25.

As shown in FIG. 2, the power reception terminal 211 and
the power supply terminal 221 are positioned at the first side
wall (first end, which is identical to the front end in FIG. 2)
51E and the second side wall (second end, which is identical
to the rear end) 51F, respectively. Especially, the power recep-
tion terminal 211 and the power supply terminal 221 are
positioned on a straight line extending in the first direction
(lengthwise direction of the first block 51, which is identical
to a direction parallel to the E and F directions in FIG. 2).

As shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, each electrical circuit 25 is
positioned closer to the third end (third side wall) 51D than
the fourth end (fourth side wall) 51C such that a circuit
accommodating space 517 is formed closer to the third end
(third side wall) 51D than the fourth end (fourth side wall)
51C.

For example, each power reception conductor 21 is formed
such that the power reception terminal 211 is positioned at the
first side wall 51E and the first connection terminal 212 is
positioned closer to the fourth side wall 51C than the third
side wall 51D. Each power supply conductor 22 is formed
such that the power supply terminal 221 is positioned at the
second side wall 51F and the second connection terminal 222
is positioned closer to the fourth side wall 51C than the third
side wall 51D. The first grounding conductor 31 is formed
such that the first grounding terminal 311 and the second
grounding terminal 312 are positioned at the first side wall
51E and the second side wall 51F respectively and a part
interconnecting the first grounding terminal 311 and the sec-
ond grounding terminal 312 is positioned closer to the fourth
side wall 51C than the third side wall 51D. Each intermediate
conductor 23, each connection conductor 24, and the second
grounding conductor 32 are positioned closer to the fourth
side wall 51C than the third side wall 51D. Accordingly, the
circuit accommodating space 517 is formed closer to the third
end (third side wall) 51D than the fourth end (fourth side wall)
51C.

The circuit accommodating space 517 is defined as a space
for accommodating the control circuit 12 and the power sup-
ply circuit 13 (the electronic components of the control circuit
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12 and the power supply circuit 13). The printed wiring board
50 is positioned closer to the sixth end (second open end) 51B
than the fifth end (first open end) 51 A such that the mounting
surface 50A faces the fifth end (first open end) 51A. Accord-
ingly, the control circuit 12 and the power supply circuit 13
are in the circuit accommodating space 517.

As shown in FIG. 2, the first block 51 includes a relay
accommodating space 518 in which the relays 11 are posi-
tioned. The relay accommodating space 518 is positioned
closer to the fourth end (fourth side wall) 51C than the third
end (third side wall) 51D. In the power supply control device
of the present embodiment, the set of relays 11 are accom-
modated in the relay accommodating space 518 to be
arranged side by side in the lengthwise direction of the first
block 51.

Further, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the first block 51
includes a supporting member 58 supporting the relays 11.
The supporting member 58 has a flat plate shape, for example.
The supporting member 58 is positioned closer to the sixth
end (second open end) 51B than the fifth end (first open end)
51A and defines a bottom of the relay accommodating space
518. The power supply conductor 22 and the connection
conductor 24 which are part of the electrical circuit 25 are
embedded in the supporting member 58 partially. In brief, at
least one part of each electrical circuit 25 is embedded in the
supporting member 58.

Furthermore, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the first block 51
includes a partition 59. The partition 59 is interposed between
the circuit accommodating space 517 and the relay accom-
modating space 518. In brief, the partition 59 divides an
internal space of the first block 51 into the circuit accommo-
dating space 517 and the relay accommodating space 518. For
example, the partition 59 has a flat plate shape. The circuit
accommodating space 517 is defined as a space enclosing by
the first side wall 51E, the second side wall 51F, the third side
wall 51D, and the partition 59. The relay accommodating
space 518 is defined as a space enclosing by the first side wall
51E, the second side wall 51F, the fourth side wall 51C, and
the partition 59.

The zero-phase current transformer 14 has a ring shape and
is oriented such that an axial direction thereof is identical to
the upward and downward direction. The intermediate con-
ductors 23 and the second grounding conductor 32 are
inserted in the zero-phase current transformer 14. In a state in
which an electric leakage has not occurred, since magnetic
fields generated by the respective intermediate conductors 23
cancel each other, an induction current is not generated in the
zero-phase current transformer 14. When an electric leakage
occurs, the two magnetic fields fail to cancel each other and
thus an induction current is generated in the zero-phase cur-
rent transformer 14.

The control circuit 12 determines whether or not an electric
leakage has occurred based on the induction current, and
turns off the relays 11 upon determining that an electric
leakage has occurred (that is, when the electric leakage has
been detected). In brief, the control circuit 12 is configured to,
upon detecting an electrical leakage by the zero-phase current
transformer 14, control the set of relays 11 to break the
electrical connections between the set of intermediate con-
ductors 23 and the set of power supply conductors 22.

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 1, the control circuit 12 is
electrically connected to one of the connection conductors 24
s0 as to enable performing an operation test of the zero-phase
current transformer 14 by applying a current for simulating
the electric leakage.

As shown in FIGS. 7 to 10, the power supply control device
of'the present embodiment includes a housing 6 configured to

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

accommodate the first block 51 to which the printed wiring
board 50, the relays 11, the zero-phase current transformer
14, the second block 52, and the light guide 55 are attached.

The housing 6 includes a body 61 and a cover 62. The body
61 is provided in a lower surface with a housing recess 610 for
accommodating the first block 51. The cover 62 is coupled to
a lower side of the body 61 to cover the housing recess 610.

The body 61 is provided at respective two portions posi-
tioned above the leg portions 552 of the light guide 55 with
two display windows 613 allowing passage of light from the
light emitting diodes. The display windows 613 are through
holes filled with light transmissive resin, for example.

The first block 51 is provided in respective four corners
when viewed in the upward and downward direction with
screw insertion holes 513. Each of the screw insertion holes
513 has a ring-shape and allows insertion of screws 63 for
fixing the first block 51 to the body 61 by screwing.

The first block 51 is fixed to the housing 6 (body 61). In
contrast, the second block 52 is fixed to the opposite surface
of the first block 51 from the cover 62. Consequently, the
second block 52 is fixed to the first block 51 but is not fixed to
the housing 6 directly. Besides, a method of fixing the first
block 51 to the housing 6 is not limited to screwing.

Further, interposed between a lower periphery of the hous-
ing recess 610 of the body 61 and the cover 62 is a packing 64
that has a ring-shape and is made of a soft material such as
elastomer.

Fixing the cover 62 to the body 61 is achieved by screwing
six screws 65 into the body 61 via respective screw insertion
holes 621 of the cover 62.

Also, the cover 62 includes a ventilation hole 622 that
communicates to the housing recess 610 of the body 61.

Moreover, stuck to a lower surface of the cover 62 are an
inner pressure adjusting sheet 69 covering the ventilation hole
622 and an inner pressure adjusting sheet cover 66 covering
the inner pressure adjusting sheet 69. The inner pressure
adjusting sheet 69 is made of a known porous material and
ensures waterproofness and dust proofness along with
breathability.

Further, stuck to the lower surface ofthe cover 62 are labels
67 and 68 describing various kinds of information.

The body 61 is provided at the front end thereof with a
power supply connection portion 611 that has a cylinder-
shape and connects an inside and an outside of the housing
recess 610 of the body 61. Also, the body 61 is provided at a
rear end thereof with a load connection portion 612 that has a
cylinder-shape and connects the inside and the outside of the
housing recess 610 of the body 61.

Each of the power reception conductors 21, the first
grounding conductor 31, and the second signal conductors 43
has a front end portion, which is exposed inside the power
supply connection portion 611 while a thickness direction
thereof is identical to the upward and downward direction.

The first block 51 is provided at a front end (first side wall)
51E thereof with a protrusion 516 that has a ring-shape and is
inserted in the power supply connection portion 611. Inter-
posed between an outer periphery of this protrusion 516 and
an inner surface of the body 61 is an O-ring 56 made of a soft
material such as elastomer.

Besides, an electrical connection between the power sup-
ply control device of the present embodiment and the external
power source is made via a power supply-side cable 7. The
power supply-side cable 7 is provided at one end with a
device-side plug 71 to be fitted into the power supply connec-
tion portion 611, and is provided at the other end with a power
supply-side plug 72 to be inserted in and connected to an
outlet (not shown) of the external power source.
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The device-side plug 71 of the power supply-side cable 7
includes five contact terminals 711 that are kept in physical
and electrical contact with the power reception conductors
21, the first grounding conductor 31, and the second signal
conductors 43, respectively, while the device-side plug 71 is
fitted into the power supply connection portion 611.

Each ofthe contact terminals 711 is clip-shaped metal plate
and has portions for elastically holding corresponding one of
the conductors 21, 31, and 43 therebetween in the thickness
direction, for example.

The power supply-side cable 7 has electric wires (not
shown) which include a line electric wire and a neutral elec-
tric wire to be electrically connected to the power reception
conductors 21 via the contact terminals 711 respectively.

The device-side plug 71 of the power supply-side cable 7 is
provided with a latch mechanism (not shown) that prevents
separation thereof from the housing 6. In FIG. 7, a release key
718 for releasing the latching by the latch mechanism is
depicted.

Each of the power supply conductors 22, the first ground-
ing conductor 31, and the first signal conductor 42 has a rear
end portion, which is exposed inside the load connection
portion 612 while a thickness direction thereof is identical to
the upward and downward direction.

Further, an electrical connection between the power supply
control device of the present embodiment and the charging
circuit of an automobile is achieved via a load-side cable 8.
The load-side cable 8 is provided at one end with a device-
side plug 81 to be fitted in the load connection portion 612,
and is provided at the other end with a load-side plug 82 to be
inserted in and connected to a socket (not shown) of the
automobile.

The device-side plug 81 of the load-side cable 8 includes
the four contact terminals 811 that are kept in physical and
electrical contact with the power supply conductors 22, the
first grounding conductor 31, and the first signal conductor
42, respectively, while the device-side plug 81 is fitted into the
load connection portion 612.

Each of the contact terminals 811 is a clip-shaped metal
plate, and has portions for elastically holding corresponding
one of the conductors 22, 31, and 42 therebetween in the
thickness direction, for example.

The load-side cable 8 has electric wires (not shown) includ-
ing a line electric wire and a neutral electric wire to be elec-
trically connected to the power supply conductors 22 via the
contact terminals 811, respectively.

As described above, the power supply control device of the
present embodiment includes: the power reception conductor
21 to be electrically connected to an external power source;
the power supply conductor 22 to be electrically connected to
a charging circuit of an automobile including a battery and the
charging circuit for charging the battery; the relay 11 config-
ured to make and break the electrical connection between the
power reception conductor 21 and the power supply conduc-
tor 22; the control circuit 12 configured to control the relay
11; the power supply circuit 13 configured to receive power
from the external power source via the power reception con-
ductor 21 and generate power for the control circuit 12; and
the printed wiring board 50 on which the control circuit 12
and the power circuit 13 are mounted.

In other words, the power supply control device of the
present embodiment involves the following first feature.

According to the first feature, the power supply control
device includes: the power reception terminal 211 for receiv-
ing power; the power supply terminal 221 for supplying
power; the relay 11 configured to make and break the electri-
cal connection between the power reception terminal 211 and
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the power supply terminal 221; the control circuit 12 config-
ured to control the relay 11; the power supply circuit 13
configured to supply power to the control circuit 12 by use of
power received via the power reception terminal 211; and the
(single) printed wiring board 50. The control circuit 12 and
the power supply circuit 13 are mounted on the printed wiring
board 50.

Additionally, the power supply control device of the
present embodiment involves the following second to ninth
features. Note that, the second to ninth features are optional.

According to the second feature, in addition to the first
feature, the power supply control device further includes the
electrical circuit 25 and the block (first block) 51. The elec-
trical circuit 25 is electrically connecting the power reception
terminal 211 and the power supply terminal 221. The block 51
holds the power reception terminal 211, the power supply
terminal 221, the relay 11, the printed wiring board 50, and
the electrical circuit 25. The relay 11 is configured to make
and break the electrical connection between the power recep-
tion terminal 211 and the power supply terminal 221 by
opening and closing the electrical circuit 25. The block 51 has
the firstend 51E and the second end 51F respectively defining
opposite ends in the first direction (lengthwise direction), and
the third end 51D and the fourth end 51C respectively defin-
ing opposite ends in the second direction (width direction)
perpendicular to the first direction. The power reception ter-
minal 211 and the power supply terminal 221 are positioned
at the first end 51F and the second end 51F, respectively. The
electrical circuit 25 is positioned closer to the third end 51D
than the fourth end 51C such that the circuit accommodating
space 517 is formed closer to the third end 51D than the fourth
end 51C. The control circuit 12 and the power supply circuit
13 are positioned in the circuit accommodating space 517.

According to the third feature, in addition to the second
feature, the block 51 has a fifth end 51A and a sixth end 51B
respectively defining opposite ends in the third direction
(thickness direction) perpendicular to each of the first direc-
tion and the second direction. The printed wiring board 50 has
the mounting surface 50 A on which the control circuit 12 and
the power supply circuit 13 are mounted. The printed wiring
board 50 is positioned closer to the sixth end 51B than the fifth
end 51A such that the mounting surface 50A faces the fifth
end S1A.

According to the fourth feature, in addition to the third
feature, the block 51 includes the relay accommodating space
518 in which the relay 11 is positioned. The relay accommo-
dating space 518 is positioned closer to the fourth end 51C
than the third end 51D.

According to the fifth feature, in addition to the fourth
feature, the block 51 includes the supporting member 58
supporting the relay 11. The supporting member 58 is posi-
tioned closer to the sixth end 51B than the fifth end 51A and
defines a bottom of the relay accommodating space 518. At
least one part of the electrical circuit 25 is embedded in the
supporting member 58.

According to the sixth feature, in addition to the fourth or
fifth feature, the block 51 includes the partition 59. The par-
tition 59 is interposed between the circuit accommodating
space 517 and the relay accommodating space 518.

According to the seventh feature, in addition to the sixth
feature, the block 51 includes the first side wall 51E defining
the first end, the second side wall 51F defining the second end,
the third side wall 51D defining the third end, and the fourth
side wall 51C defining the fourth end. The circuit accommo-
dating space 517 is defined as a space enclosing by the first
side wall 51E, the second side wall 51F, the third side wall
51D, and the partition 59. The relay accommodating space
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518 is defined as a space enclosing by the first side wall 51E,
the second side wall 51F, the fourth side wall 51C, and the
partition 59.

According to the eighth feature, in addition to any one of
the first to seventh features, the power reception terminal 211
and the power supply terminal 221 are positioned on a straight
line extending in the first direction.

According to the ninth feature, in addition to any one of the
first to eighth features, the power reception terminal 211 is to
be electrically connected to an external power source. The
power supply terminal 221 is to be electrically connected to a
charging circuit for charging a battery of an automobile.

According to the above configuration, the control circuit 12
and the power circuit 13 are mounted on the same printed
wiring board 50. Hence, compared with a case where the
control circuit 12 and the power circuit 13 are mounted on
different printed wiring boards, conductors for connecting the
different printed wiring boards are unnecessary and therefore
the number of necessary connections is reduced. As a result,
poor connection is unlikely to occur.

Also, compared with the case where the control circuit 12
and the power circuit 13 are mounted on different printed
wiring boards, the overall length of the electrical path can be
shortened and therefore injection of radiation noise can be
suppressed.

The invention claimed is:

1. A power supply control device, comprising:

a power reception terminal for receiving power;

a power supply terminal for supplying power;

arelay configured to make and break an electrical connec-
tion between the power reception terminal and the power
supply terminal;

a control circuit configured to control the relay;

a power supply circuit configured to supply power to the
control circuit by use of power received via the power
reception terminal;

a printed wiring board;

an electrical circuit electrically connecting the power
reception terminal and the power supply terminal; and

a block holding the power reception terminal, the power
supply terminal, the relay, the printed wiring board, and
the electrical circuit,

wherein:

the control circuit and the power supply circuit are
mounted on the printed wiring board;

the relay is configured to make and break the electrical
connection between the power reception terminal and
the power supply terminal by opening and closing the
electrical circuit;

the block has a first end and a second end respectively
defining opposite ends in a first direction, and a third end
and a fourth end respectively defining opposite ends in a
second direction perpendicular to the first direction;

the power reception terminal and the power supply termi-
nal are positioned at the first end and the second end,
respectively;

the electrical circuit is positioned closer to the third end
than the fourth end such that a circuit accommodating
space is formed closer to the third end than the fourth
end; and

the control circuit and the power supply circuit are posi-
tioned in the circuit accommodating space.
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2. The power supply control device according to claim 1,
wherein:

the block has a fifth end and a sixth end respectively defin-
ing opposite ends in a third direction perpendicular to
each of the first direction and the second direction;

the printed wiring board has a mounting surface on which
the control circuit and the power supply circuit are
mounted; and

the printed wiring board is positioned closer to the sixth
end than the fifth end such that the mounting surface
faces the fifth end.

3. The power supply control device according to claim 2,
wherein:

the block includes a relay accommodating space in which
the relay is positioned; and

the relay accommodating space is positioned closer to the
fourth end than the third end.

4. The power supply control device according to claim 3,
wherein:

the block includes a supporting member supporting the
relay;

the supporting member is positioned closer to the sixth end
than the fifth end and defines a bottom of the relay
accommodating space; and

at least one part of the electrical circuit is embedded in the
supporting member.

5. The power supply control device according to claim 3,
wherein:

the block includes a partition; and

the partition is interposed between the circuit accommo-
dating space and the relay accommodating space.

6. The power supply control device according to claim 5,
wherein:

the block includes a first side wall defining the first end, a
second side wall defining the second end, a third side
wall defining the third end, and a fourth side wall defin-
ing the fourth end;

the circuit accommodating space is defined as a space
enclosing by the first side wall, the second side wall, the
third side wall, and the partition; and

the relay accommodating space is defined as a space
enclosing by the first side wall, the second side wall, the
fourth side wall, and the partition.

7. The power supply control device according to claim 1,
wherein

the power reception terminal and the power supply termi-
nal are positioned on a straight line extending in the first
direction.

8. The power supply control device according to claim 1,
wherein:

the power reception terminal is to be electrically connected
to an external power source; and

the power supply terminal is to be electrically connected to
a charging circuit for charging a battery of an automo-
bile.



